296           FORTY-FIVE YEARS  UNDER THE  FLAG

A rejoinder was made to this message from the army head-
quarters as follows:

It is impossible for me to say when I can take batteries at entrance
to harbor. If they are as difficult to take as those we have been pitted
against, it will be some time and a great loss of life. I am at a loss to
see why the navy can not work under a destructive fire as well as the
army. My loss yesterday was over 500 men. By all means keep up fire
on all things in sight of you until demolished. I expect, however, in time
and with sufficient men to capture the forts along the bay. SHATTER.

To this communication from the general the communication
which follows was made by Admiral Sampson:

U. S. FLAGSHIP 'New 'York, IST RATE,

No. 7.                                      Off Santiago de Cuba, July 2, 1898.

MY DEAB GENERAL:

I have your note of this morning, just received at 11.30. An officer
of my staff has already reported to you the firing which we did this
morning, and I must say, in addition to that, he has told you that the
forts which we silenced were not the forts which would give you any
inconvenience in capturing the city, as they can not fire except to seaward.
They can not even prevent our entrance into the harbor of Santiago. Our
trouble from the first has been that the channel to the harbor is well
strewn with observation mines which would certainly result in the sinking
of one or more of our ships if we attempted to enter the harbor; and by
the sinking of a ship the object of entering the harbor would be defeated
by the preventing of further progress on our part.

It was my hope that an attack on your part of these shore batteries,
from the rear, would leave us at liberty to drag the channel for torpedoes.

If it is your earnest desire that we should force the entrance, I will at
once prepare to undertake it. I think, however, that our position and
yours would be made more difficult if, as is possible, we fail in our attempt.

We have in our outfit at G-uantanamo forty countermining mines which
I will bring here with as little delay as possible, and if we can succeed in
freeing the entrance of mines by their use I will enter the harbor

This work, which is unfamiliar to us, will require considerable time.

It is not so much the loss of men as it is the loss of ships which has
until now deterred me from making a direct attack upon the ships within

the P0^                                                             W. T. SAMPSON,

Commander-m-Chief, U. S. Naval Force,
North Atlantic Station.

At the western end of the blockade, held by the Brooklyn,
a critical moment was deemed to have arrived. The falling back
of the enemy from his outposts on the high hills west of theelegram sent
